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Ethics comes from 
the Greek ñethosò 
meaning character 

or custom
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Ethics are moral 
principles adopted by 
an individual or group 

to provide rules for 
right conduct
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Influences on Ethics

T. Bond (2000) 
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Two critical points to 
keep in mind

ÂThere is a difference-in some cases a 
substantial difference-between personal 
values, morals and religious convictions, 
and professional ethical standards.

ÂEthical dilemmas must be resolved by 
following the guidelines of professional 
ethical standards rather than our own 
personal standards
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Ethics vs. Law

Ethics

ÅGuide practitioners

ÅProtect clients

ÅSafeguard the 
autonomy of 
professional workers

ÅEnhance the status 
of the profession

Law

ÅReflects the 
minimum 
standards society 
will tolerate
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Ethics vs. Philosophy

ÂPhilosophy is the system of beliefs 
that determines how we see our 
world. This system governs the way in 
which we think.

ÂEthics is the system of values that 
determines what behavior is 
appropriate to our philosophy. This 
system governs the way we act.
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Question

ÂIs there any legal problem in 
having sex with a person you 
counsel?

ÂIs there any ethical problem?


