Search for
Ccauses

UCSD Center for Criminality & Addiction Research, Training & Application



+

What is Addiction?

Addiction implies compulsive use,
Impaired control over using the
substance, preoccupation with
obtaining and using the substance,
and continued use despite biological,

psychological and psychosocial
consequences.

(Morse & Flavin, 1992)
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Natural Innate Drives
(Instincts)

Inherited Parts of Physical and Psychological Well-Being

+

A Hunger

A Thirst

A Shelter

A Sex

A Physical Survival

A Altered Consciousness
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Common models of explanation

JA-AIcohoIism and drug addiction are
medical problemsi diseases

A Alcoholism and drug addiction are
primarily psychological problems

A Alcoholism and drug addiction are
primarily socio-environmental
problems

A Bio-psycho-social model
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Medical/Biological Model

N

Aﬁenetic evidence

U Adoption and twin studies
U Tolerance in sons of alcoholics
U Paradoxical metabolism

U Genetically determined vs. genetically
iInfluenced

ADrugs seem to nmat chec
system that is not normal
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—+1In other words, the problem
of drug addiction Is not In
the bottle or syringe

The problem is in the brain
dysfunction
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Psychological Models

—APersonality Traits

A Risk taking and sensation seeking
A Self esteem

A Antisocial and borderline traits

A Addictive personality (??2?)

A Cognitive abilities

A Problem-solving skills

A Alienation

ANeed for stimulation
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