
UCSD - Center for Criminality & Addiction Research, Training & Application 

A Brief Summary of 

Substance Use Trends



UCSD - Center for Criminality & Addiction Research, Training & Application 

Global Drug Abuse

Â The global annual prevalence rate of all illicit 
drugs ranges from 3.3% to 4.1% of total world 
population 

Â The most widespread illicit consumption is of 
cannabis products

Â Cocaine annual prevalence: 13 million people

Â Opiates (including heroin) annual prevalence: 8 
million people

Â Amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) annual 
prevalence: 30 million people

Global Annual Prevalence of Drug Abuse (UNODCCP, 2001)
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Global Trends (continued)

ÂAbout one third of the worldôs population age 
15 and over are tobacco smokers

Â The abuse of amphetamine-type stimulants is 
widespread and growing

Â Some 30 million people use

ÂAbuse spread relatively slowly in the 1980ôs, but increased 
in a number of countries in the 1990ôs

Â In the Americas, the second most widely 
abused drug is cocaine

Â Opiate use, while less prevalent, causes by far 
the greatest medical problems

Global Annual Prevalence of Drug Abuse (UNODCCP, 2001)
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Prevalence of Drug Abuse in the 

U.S.

Â More than one third of the population have 
used an illicit drug in their lifetime

Â About one tenth of the population have used 
an illicit drug in the past year

Â About one in fifteen people are current users

Â The United States consumes 60% of the 
worldôs output of illicit drugs

Â There were 11 million current users of 
marijuana and 1.5 million current users of 
cocaine (the second most commonly used 
illicit drug)

National Survey on Drug Use and Health. 2002 
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The Consequences of Drug 

Abuse in the United States

ÂMorbidity

ïThe major illicit drugs abused most 
frequently, as mentioned in Emergency 
Department visits are:

ïCocaine, 31%

ïHeroin/Morphine, 14%

ïMarijuana/Hashish, 12%

ïMethamphetamine, 3%

ïED drug-related episodes are frequently 
associated with multi-drug use

Drug Abuse Warning Network  (DAWN), 1997,1998,1999




